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REPORT COVERING WORK RXECUTED
IN SEARCH FOR REPCRTED ROCK 1IN PORT GRAHAL, ALASEA.
Pate of Instractlons March 25, 19285, -

— 0o~ —————————

In accordance with. instructions of the above date the
DISCOVERER stopped at Port Graham, en route from Anhchoraze, to
Chignilk, Alaska, between XMay 22 and 27, and made a thoroush
search for the rock reported to have beer struck by the Steamer
REDOFDQ on Cotober 14, 1924, To depths materislly different from
those whown on the present chart were found and s the area was
thoreughly drazsed with no indication of any damsers and it is
not believed that the rock exists in the position rerported.

COYZROL. .

This work is all contrelled by recovered triangulation
stations and tangents to polnts and rocks which give definite
location of positions.

MEDHODS »

Soundinze with the hand lead about the ares of the reported
rock were first made, the depthe obtained beiny about the came
as ghowmn on the chart.

After the coimings the area was dragzed witha 120C foot
wire drag set to depths betweer 30 and 40 fect dependinz on the
etate of the tide and the area was covered several times dragring
from all directions so that 1t quite certain that thisc ro2k dees
not exist.

The Lighthouse Buresu had set a red buoy auproxi:ately at
the position of the reported rock and dragzinz was hampered oy
this. BEsecanse of this bucy being close to the position of the
reported rock it was necessary to drag up to the buoy until the
wire fouled with the buoy anchor chain, the drag beiny continusl
untll it formed an dcute angle at the buoy. This wac repeated
several times from various directions with the result thaet all
area was certainly covered more than once and there was never any
indication of the drag bringing up on anythinz but the buoy chain
which was usually evidenced by the vibratiors 0f the bupy itselt.
Once or twice when & current was runring it wacs not pogesible to
notice any unusual vibration of the buoy but the pesition of the
drag wae such that i1t could have brought up on nothing elce.

TIDE3.
48 1o tidal bench marks could be recovered at Port Jrahan it

was not comidered necescary for the reduction of this work to
maze tidal connections with Seldovia but a. staff wa:z set uwy on
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the doek at the Fidalzo Island Packing Company's carnery at
Port Graham and readings made 1n case they may be used with
the predieted tides at Seldovia,

RECORDS.

With the exception of Lieut, R. L. -Schoppe who had charge
of the work the entire personnel vas entirely inexperiercedat
wire drag work and some practice work had to be dore preliainary
to the real work which was rather slow.

- The sound ings and wire dra; work are plotted on one smocth
cheet and two boat sheets which are submitted herewith and hava
been plotted as follows; :

Smooth Sheat;
Qontaine wire drag positions while dragyging
East and West.

Boat Shest #l;
Containe wire dra., pocitions while draiging
Torth and Sovth.

Boat Sheet #2:
Contains hand lead soundings which are only
roughly reduced and are not plotted on the
smooth sheet.

Thiz work is shown on three cheets in order to avoid con-
fusion and vecewse of lack of time in the field to coungletely
finish all details. :

COMCLUSIOY.

This work alons is sufficient to thoroushly convince the
Commanding Officer that this rock does not exist as reported but
the report shonld not be closed without a statement as te the
general knowledze as regards this incident., It i1z generally
known that the REDOFDO was very close to the beach whon she siruck
apd 1 was informed by cannery pecple at Port Grabham that the 3E-
DOTDO struck after leaving dock at that place. The ship was
landed starboard side to and when leaving backed away from dook
amd ther came around with right rudder and was noticed to be
vory cloce in to the beach though it was not learned until the
next morning when the Cannery Superintendent went over te Seldo-
via, whare the REDONDO had stayed over night, that she had hit
when clearing. I do not know of a single person Who believes
the rock to exist. :

11y submited,:
p /fgLZAfwf“‘ﬂ//

0 L. GARTER, H. &. 3. Enir.,
Chief of Party.

Respect




i - BTATISTICS SHEET MO, 1

Port Graham 'cook Inlet Alagka

.-..ll.l.'ll...l‘lllI..C-I.‘l.!.‘b.l...b....“t..'..III..'...l....-l..ﬁ...l-.....ll.

Dats 1925 Lotter Pogitions Soundings  Area { Sq. mi., stat, }  Boat

.0.-tcnlo.onl-ocooctltthooll.000..0...I.i'..l.o..-.--ot-..-.-.n.b-o-olnoc-...a.iou-

- a ql.l'...lll...‘.ll.t.. .Il..l.l.t.l.....ll..lll......t.l.‘.alll.&.l..uco.-..0....‘..
Wire Drag

May 26 a Buids launch 24 M.3.
a End Launch 24 20 M3

Nay 27 b uide launch 38 7.3,
b End launch 44 «17 .S,
Total ‘ 130 237

Soundings in fathoms above mean lower low water. Tide staff located on cannery
wharf, Half hourly readings were made to determine the state of tide,

ol
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" Str. DISCOVERER
) San Francisco, Calif.,
C October 15, 1925,

o3 . The Director. f"w/

Thr oughs Inspeotor, San Franocisco Field Station.
Subject : . wire Drag Work at Port Graham,.

Referonce: Diractoria 1 etter 7-RS, October Eth.

-

In comp liame with the reference tls folluwing
informtion relative to the wire drag work in Port Grshayv
Alaska, in the early part of this year, is furnished for your
in Hrmmation. .

' . {a) The drag used ln this wak was the short wire
drag with collapsible buoys as furnished in whole by the
Inspector of the Seattle Field Station during April of this
year . This drag 1s described by Limi. Char leg Shaw under the
title of “short Wire Dragh, a descriptlion of which was fur-
nished thie vessel fron the Washing ton Qffice under date of
April 4, 1925 , ?7-I8. Thers ®ere six secticns of 200 feat
each making a drag 1200 feet lom. '

(b) The up-rights were =t at 40 feet as assumed
in paragraph (bP of reference. In other words tie depths
refer Lo the Tength of up-right.

(¢) Paragrasph (¢} of reference cannet Ve definitely
answered though I amof tys opinlon tlat taoy Xo. 1 is meant
to desizmte the first sm ll buoy fron tls end of the drag at
the guiding laanch. Lieut. R. L. Schoppe was in clarged of
this work amd yrobably can answer this question definitely. &
cory of tha letter will be sent him In order that he may make
a reply thereto. :

' OLEM L. GARNER
Command ing. Cfficer.



278

U, &, COAST AND GEODETIC SURVEY .

amoRermToNe  4=TIRE

DEPARTMENT OF GOMMERCE

U. 5. COAST AND GEODETIC SURVEY
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| SECTION OF PIRLD RECORDS
Report on Hyarbgraphm Sheet H. 4467
Exsmination for Reported Rock in Port Graham, Alsske
SBurveyed in 1925.

Instructions dated March 25, 1928

Chiaf of Party, C. L. Garaer.

Surveysd by R. L. Schoppe, H. W. Knoxz.

Sowndings plotted by H. E. MacEwen.

Drag Work plotted by Field Party and H. R. Edmonston,

Vorified and inked by H. R. Bdmonston.

Arpa and Depth sheet by H. R. E.

10

2.

ara

This survey comprises an examination., both hydrographic and
wire drag, for a reported rock supposed to have been struck by
the Stesmer Redondo on Qectober 14, 1924.

The ‘records were defsctive in the following respeots:
2+ Ho boat's head by compass was gliven 1ln the sounding records.

b. The drag records were not kept in accordance with the form
presoribed in 3peclal Publication Ho. 56. When the resords first
came in to the office there was nc mesns ¢f knowing whether depths
glven were lengths of upright or effective depths nor what the
longth of section was. This information was subsequently supplied,
upon request, by Mr. Sch0ppal' when in the office.

The methods end character of operations eatisfy the General Instruc-
tions.

The depth of dragging is sufﬁoient for disproving the existence

The extent of dragging 1s gufflclent to disprove the existencs
- of the rock in the reported locality. Owing to the navigation
buoy at approximately the reported position of the rock, the
drag oould not actually be dragged over the spot but from the



various manoeuvers of the drag it is practically certain that
nothing exists at the buoy (See Desoriptive Report, page 1},
A polnt split is, however, shown on the Ares and Depth Sheet.

| 8. There were two groundings during the progress of the work, both
of which were on lkmown shoala.

C ‘7. The overlaps are sufficient.

8. The soundings were well plotted and the protrasting was good.
Only a portlon of the drag work was plotted on the smooth sheet
by the fisld party. the balamnee being shown on the bozt sheet.
The office cartographer incorporat®d all the drag work on one
smooth sheet.

9. No additional work is necessary. From the work executed by this
party together with the local knowledge obtained relative to
the striking of the Redondo (see Descriptive Report, page 2},
it 1s practleally conclusive that no rock exists in the reported
position.

10, Character and acope'of operations -- very good.
Field drafting -- very good.

“ 11. Reviewed by A. L. Shalowitz, November, 1925.
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Division of Field Records files

~ Gepteuber §; 1825,

Diviaibn- of Hydrograghy and Topography:_
- Divis 1011 of Charts:

MN

Tide red.ucers ar/ approved in

volumes of sounding records for

HYDROGRAPHIC SHERT NO.. m o

‘ Locality: Perk Grahem, m Mﬁ. h l& Alngline
Chief of Party: . ﬂm Le m An JUE8

Plane of reference. ia »man Jowey mm st 49
89 £t. on tide staf? atGemry m.. ort Geadnm, Alsskne

L]

For reduscion. of soumd.inga, condition of records satisfactory

1.
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B
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excopt &3 checked below:

Locality and sublocality of survey omltted.

Month and day of month omitted

Timg meridian not given at beglnning of d&y & worka

Time (whether A. M. or P. M.) not givon at begimning of day's work.

‘Soundings {whether in feet or fathoms) not clearly shown in record.

Leadline correction entered in wrong colum.

FTield reducstions entered in “0ffice" columm.

Location of tide gaugo not given at begimming of each day's work.
Loadline corrections not clearly stated. .
Kind of sounding tube usgod not stated.

Sounding tube No. entered in column of "Soundings instead of, "Rmnarks"
Legibility of record could be improved.

Romarks, -

@éicﬁiof; Divigion of Tidos and Currontsa
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